Why GNPs ?
Adapted from Brigger et al, Adv. Drug Deliv. Rev. 54, 2002 • Possibility of achieving high tumor specificity of gold by conjugating GNPs with antibodies for tumor markers (e.g., EGFR) or angiogenesis markers (e.g., VEGFR)  "Active Targeting"
Adapted from Katz et al, Nanoparticles, Ed. G. Schmid 2004
• Possibility of achieving significant cellular uptake of GNPs via active targeting  "Internalization": high Z gold in close proximity to the cell nucleus and DNA, the main target for radiation damage Why GNPs ?
• Possibility to generate therapeutic dose of heat through photothermal effect / plasmon resonance Why GNPs ?
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